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1.Using Qur’an evidence, Account for the revelation of the holy qur’an.
Definition of the holy Qur’an first.

>

>

>

>

>

The holy Qur’an was revealed to guide mankind to the straight path .

Q(2:2)

The holy Qur’an was revealed to restore Allah’s message to man because the earlier
scriptures hadbeen corrupted by man’s worldly desires and selfish interests.

The holy Qur’an was revealed to finalize prophet hood where Prophet Muhammad PBUH is
the sealof all Allah’s prophets Q (33:40)

It was revealed to end Allah’s message to man because the earlier revealed books
containedprophecies of the coming of the last messenger with the final message from Allah.
Q (5:3)

The holy Qur’an was revealed to act as the first source of Islamic law because it is the
criteriabetween what is right and what is wrong Q(17:9); “This Qur’an guides to what is
most right...”

The holy Qur’an was revealed to unite mankind who had been divided by the warring tribes
inArabia before the advent of Islam. The holy Qur’an was to act as an umbrella of unity for
the varioustribes which were enemies to one another before its revelationQ (49:10-13

The holy Qur’an was revealed to remind mankind about the oneness of God. That is why
Allah sent Qur’an 112.

It was revealed to fulfill Allah’s promises and prophecies of the coming of the last Message
andmessenger contained in earlier scriptures.

Allah says in Q (61:6)

>
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The holy Qur’an was revealed to narrate and summarise the stories and events of earlier
generationsin order to offer teachings, lessons, warnings and guidance to shape human
beingsQ (12:111)

It was revealed to give courage to the Prophet PBUH whenever he was offended by the
QuraishMeccans. For example during the Futra period, Allah sent Q(93:3) .

It was revealed to warn transgressors of Allah’s wrath on the day of judgement and to give
goodtidings to the righteous.

There was need to bring about a spiritual advancement in human mind so that it could
correspond tothe social evolution he had undergone.

The holy Qur’an was revealed to answer Prophet Ibrahim’s prayer found in Q (2:129)

It was revealed to stop the wide spread of immorality especially the Jahiliyya practices since
theArabs were the worst in disbelief as per Q (9:97).

It was revealed to act as a source of wisdom to man. Allah says in Q (12:2);

It was revealed to universalize Allah’s message because the earlier scriptures had been sent
toparticular regions and nations Q (81:27)



The revelation of the holy Qur’an was aimed at curbing down the rate of illiteracy that had
loomedwide in the worldQ (96:1-5)

The holy Qur’an was revealed due to Allah’s will. This is because according to Q (36:82),
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2.a)With reference to Qur’anic injunctions,show that the holy qur’an was revealed in stages?

>
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Prior to its revelation, the holy Qur’an was on the Tablet Preserved where all the revealed
scripturesof Allah were kept before they were given to their recipients as Allah shows in
Qur’an (85:21-22).

It should also be noted that it descended from the seventh heaven to the first heaven as a
whole inone of the nights of the month of Ramadhan brought by angel Jibril.

From the first heaven, it was revealed to Prophet Muhammad PBUH in portions according
toconditions of the time.

There is ample evidence both in the holy Qur’an and traditions to support the fact that
ProphetMuhammad PBUH did not receive the holy Qur’an as a whole.

The first evidence comes from Q(76:23) where Allah says;

“It is We Who have sent down the Qur’an to you by stages.’
When the unbelievers asked themselves as to why the holy Qur’an was not revealed in
wholesome ifit was from Allah, Allah answered them in Q(25:32) which says; “Those who
reject the faith say ‘why was the Qur’an not revealed to him all at once ‘thus, it is revealed
that We may strengthen your heart thereby and we haverevealedit to you gradually ;stages.

It is generally believed that Q (96:1-5) was the first message to be received by the prophet
(PBUH)while in the cave of Mount Hira
And that the second message Q (74:1-4) found him covered in his

bed. This means that if the holy Qur’an was revealed all at once, these two scenarios

would nothappen.

The existence of the Futra period justifies the fact that the holy Qur’an was revealed in bits.
Theprophet PBUH spent three years without any revelation from Allah after the first message
in the caveof Mount Hira.

The concept of abrogation also gives evidence that holy Qur’an was not revealed as a log of
woodQ (2:106).

Another evidence comes from the prophet’s tradition where he discouraged his companions
not towrite anything from him apart from the holy Qur’an

The existence of Meccan and Medinan chapters .Out of 114 chapters in the holy Qur’an, 92
were revealed inMecca while he received 22 chapters in Medina.

The presence of the first and last verses in the holy Qur’an simply means that theprophet
PBUH did not receive the holy Qur’an wholly. Q(96:1-5) wasthe first verse in the holy
Qur’an and that Q(5:3) was the last.

The prophet’s words also give clear evidence that he did not receive the holy Qur’an at ago.
Whileanswering a question about his experience on reception of a Qur’anic verse, the
prophet PBUH said;

“And sometime the angel could come to me in a shape of a man, talk to me and
graspwhatever he said to me”

The expression “And sometime the angel could come to me” is enough to show that it was
notcoming to the prophet PBUH regularly and so and used to receive the message in bits.

)



Lastly, using simple logic, it is clear that the prophet PBUH spent 23 years of messengership
duringwhich he was subjected to untold torture by the Quraish Meccans. To any sensible
person, he can
deduce that he did not receive the holy Qur’an all at once.
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2.b)Why wasthe revelation of the holy qur’an in stages?
Firstly, Allah wanted to strengthen the prophet PBUH during the difficult and challenging
moments Q (25:32).
He could use the received verses to win the confidence of the people depending on the
circumstances of the time.
The interval between the different revelations gave chance to the believers to witness the
fulfillmentof the prophecies contained in the already revealed verses. Thus, fortifying their
faith.
It was intended to give the prophet PBUH answers to the questions raised by the disbelievers
ondifferent issues. For example, when he was asked to describe the nature of his God,
chapter 112 was
sent to him.
The holy Qur’an was revealed in stages to counter some of the methods employed by
thedisbelievers to deter the prophet PBUH from spreading Islam. A case in point is when
they trickedhim to worship their idols first so that they worship Allah in turn. Chapter 109
was then revealeddisregarding the mixture of truth with falsehood.
It was revealed in portions to meet the demands of the time among the Muslims and enable
theprophet PBUH solve a dilemma he was facing. For example, he did not know how to deal
with theaccusation against his wife Aisha and Allah revealed Q (24:11) that enabled him to
deal with theaccusers.
The holy Qur’an was revealed in piecemeal to give the believers enough time to grasp what
they hadlearnt from the prophet PBUH. It would be difficult for them to understand the
divine message if ithadbeenrevealed to them all at once.
There was need to refute the assumption by the disbelievers that the Prophet PBUH had got
the holyQur’an prepared by somebody else or himself if it had come as a complete book.
Allah wanted to give the Quraish Meccans enough time to discard the Jahiliyya practices.
This isbecause evils such as zina, infanticide, obscenity, alcoholism e.t.c had strongly
entrenched among
the Jahiliyya Arabs such that it would be hard for them to discard them in short while.
Furthermore, the holy Qur’an was revealed in stages to enable the Muslims commit it to
memory. Itwould be hard for them to memorize 114 chapters all at once.
Allah wanted to expose the hypocrites. This is because every time the verses of the holy
Qur’an wererevealed, the hypocrites would buckle under pressure and they could not keep up
with the
commandments of Allah.
Allah wanted to challenge the non-believers. Thus Allah says in Q(2:23);
“And if you are in doubt concerning that which We have sent down to our slave, thenproduce
a chapter of the like thereof and call your witnesses besides Allah, if you aretruthful.”
It was revealed in stages to inform the Muslims about the behaviours that hurt the holy
ProphetPBUH. For example Allah revealed Q (33:53) to prevent the prophet’s companions
from enteringhis house anyhow.



“O you who believe! Do not enter the prophet’s houses until leave is given to you ...
thatshall be an enormity in Allah’s sight!”

There was need by Allah to tip-off the Prophet PBUH about an imminent scenario. For
exampleQ (48:11) was revealed to inform the Prophet PBUH what the hypocrites were
planning to say tohim when he returned to Medina after refusing to march with him to
Hudaibiyyah while in Q(48:15) Allah wanted to inform the Prophet PBUH that he was going
to conquer Khybar.

The holy Qur’an was revealed in stages to eradicate superstitions that had cropped up among
thebelievers. There was a superstition among the Jews that if you impregnate the wife while
in doggystyle, the baby will be born with a squinted eye. Q (2:223) was revealed to tell the
Muslims thatthey can make love to their wives in any position except sodomy.

It was revealed in stages because some verses were intended to abrogate others while later
versescould confirm or throw more light on earlier revealed messages. Forexample, Q
(2:240) and Q(2:234) which specify the time a widow stays in her deceased’s property.

In conclusion, the revelation of the holy Qur’an in stages was due to Allah’s will as He states
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Q (36:82) that when He intends a thing, He just says be and it is.

3.Examine the features which prove themiraculous nature of the holy qur’an.
Miraculous nature of the holy Qur’an refers to the challenges contained in the Qur’an which
heropponents have failed to meet and its unique features that have led its critics powerless.
A miracle is an act done without the use of one’s knowledge or experience. Like other
prophets, Prophet Muhammad PBUH was also given a miracle to prove the authenticity of
his messengershipto his people.

The miracle which was given to Prophet Muhammad PBUH is the holy Qur’an. He is
reported to have said;

“Every prophet was given a miracle because of what his people believed in and what
hasbeen given to me is the holy Qur’an which Allah has revealed to me”

The holy Qur’an has put in place many challenges which many people have failed to meet
andtherefore, qualifying it as a living miracle of Prophet Muhammad PBUH. The following
are the

features which prove the miraculous nature of the holy Qur’an:

The holy Qur’an is the only book which has retained the language in which it was revealed.
The holy Qur’an was revealed in Arabic, a language which has defeated the Arabs onmany
occasions regarding the meaning and interpretation of the holy Qur’an despite being
themasters of the language.

The impact of the holy Qur’an on the hearts of its listeners and Caliph Umar bin Khattab
convertedto Islam under this influence.

The holy Qur’an presents in its verses outstanding challenges for all times and places which
noperson has been able to meet and thus qualifying it as a miracle. For example, it challenges
mankind

and Jinn to produce a book like it if they think it is not a revelation from Allah.Q (17:88,Q
(11:13),Q (11:13) ,Q (10:38

The way the holy Qur’an addresses religion is itself miraculous. It throws light on all
thefundamentals of religion ranging from Tawheed, reward and punishment, future life,etc.



Another miraculous nature of the holy Qur’an is shown by the change it brought in the world
in ashort period of time. Within a short time of less than 23 years, there was complete
transformationin the lives of the Arabs from Jahiliyya practices to worship of one God and
disappearance of allpre-Islamic practices.

The holy Qur’an explains and expands the previous scriptures in such a clear and
comprehensivemanner as no other scripture has done. It contains a number of stories of past
nations and prophets.

The holy Qur’an is the only book which covers every aspect of human life. There is no
subject in

the daily life of mankind that is not covered in the holy Qur’an. It deals with law,
theology,science, history and geography. Q (6:38) says; “...Nothing have We omitted from
the Book...”

The way the holy Qur’an has maintained its authenticity since its revelation is also
miraculous. Q (15:9) says; “We have, without doubt, sent down the message and will
surelyguard it from corruption”

The holy Qur’an is very large in size but it does not contain any error yet it was revealed to
anilliterate prophet. Q (4:82)

Another miraculous nature of the holy Qur’an is found in the way it is committed to memory.
The holy Qur’an is the most recited book in the whole world. It is recited five times in prayer
perday by nearly over three billion Muslims world over.

The arrangement of the holy Qur’an is also miraculous. Its arrangement did not follow
thechronological order of its revelation but it was organized in a way that suits the needs of
all peopleof all times and places

The holy Qur’an is not a book of science but some of its verses reveal many secrets of
wonder in thefield of science. It talks about reproduction, continental drift, composition of
the outer space and

many others.Q (36:33-34) e.g Q (23:13-14)

In conclusion, the holy Qur’an remains the only unchallenged book in the whole world
andtherefore, the greatest miracle the world has ever had. It shows how special Prophet
MuhammadPBUH is and how wise Allah is- its author.
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4.Discuss the Islamic teachings of monotheism

Tawheed (monotheism) is the belief in the unity (oneness) of Allah in all man’s actions and
wordsdirectly or indirectly.

The concept of Tawheed requires a Muslim to believe that Allah is one without a partner in
Hispower and actions, without equality in His essence and attributes and one without rival in
Hisdivinity and worship.

Islam is a monotheistic religion and it calls upon its followers to believe in only one God,
Allah.Thus, Tawheed is the cornerstone of the faith of Islam.

The Islamic doctrine of Tawheed means that Allah is one in His person, attributes and works.
His oneness in person means that there is neither plurality of gods or plurality of persons in
the Godheadof Allah. Allah is one and only one.

Oneness of Allah in terms of attributes means that there is no other being that possesses any
of Hisdivine attributes.

Oneness of Allah in His works implies that no creature can do or attempt to do what Allah
can do orhas done.



There are three categories of Tawheed which are Tawheed Rubuubiyya, Tawheed Asmaae -
Sifaat and Tawheed Uluuhiyya.

Tawheed Rubuubiyya (Oneness of Allah in terms of creation) means to believe that Allah is
the SoleCreator of the Universe.

It means maintaining the Unity of Allah’s Lordship that He created the heavens and the
earths andwhat is between them.

It requires one to believe that it is Allah who created what we see and what we cannot see.
This form of Tawheed means to understand that even what man does like cars, aeroplanes,
phonesand the like were all created by Allah. This is because the actions of a servant are part
of hischaracteristics. So since the servant is a creation of Allah, then Allah is his Creator and
the Creatorof his characteristics t00.Q (35:3,Q (37:96)

Tawheed Rubuubiyya also means that Allah is the One who controls all affairs of the
creations. Hecontrols the heavens and earth. Q (7:54) says;

“To Him belongs the creation and the command. So blessed is Allah, the Lord of
allcreations™

Tawheed Rubuubiyya means that Allah is the sustainer of all creatures since He is
theircreator. Everything gets its sustenance from Him.

Tawheed Uluuhiyya (Oneness of Allah in terms of worship) means to believe that there is no
god tobe worshipped except Allah and all forms of worship like prayer, Zakat, fasting,
making a vow andthe like must be directed to Him.

It means maintaining the Unity of Allah’s Worship by understanding that to worship
anything elseother than Allah is false and must be avoided.

This means that people are not to give any form of worship to anything other than Allah not
even anangel should be brought near Him, nor a Messenger sent by Him, nor His righteous
servant, nor

anything else created by Him.

Worship is not deserved by anyone but Allah alone. Whoever violates this type of Tawheed,
notfulfilling what it entails, then he is a polytheist, even if he were to accept and believe in
TawheedRubuubiyya and the Tawheed of Allah’s names and attributes.

If someone were to believe that Allah is the only Creator, owner, and controller of all affairs
and thatHe deserves what befits Him of names and attributes, yet he worships along with
Allah others thanHim; then his acceptance of the other two types of Tawheed would never
benefit him.

So if one were to completely believe in Tawheed Rubuubiyya and Tawheed Al-Asmaae was-
Sifaat,yet he goes to the grave of someone deceased, worshipping him, making vows to him
and seeking

nearness to him, then such a person is a polytheists, a disbeliever destined to reside in the
Fireforever. Q (5:72).

In one’s actions like observing prayer, paying Zakat, fasting,

pilgrimage, Sadaq e.t.c

Tawheed Al-Asmaae was-Sifaat is to understand Allah with what He has named Himself with
ordescribed Himself with in His Book or upon the tongue of His Messenger.

It is incumbent to believe that whatever Allah has named and described Himself with of
names andattributes are real and actual.

The holy Qur'an mentions ninety nine (99) of Allah’s beautiful and exalted attributes such as
al-Qawiyyu (the most powerful), al-Sswamadu (the sustainer), ar-Razaaq (the giver) e.t.c
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This form of Tawheed further requires a believer to know the supreme name of Allah and
that Allahhas one principle name called Allah. He does not share it with any of His creatures.
Tawheed is best expressed in the declaration “Laa-ilaah illa llah” meaning ‘there is nothing
worthof worship except Allah’.
It is this declaration which when combined with the confession of the prophet hood
MuhammadPBUH that admits a person in the faith of Islam.
The concept of Tawheed is clearly summarized in Chapter 112
The first verse commands Muslims to permanently proclaim that Allah is one. He has been
and willever be one and alone.
He has no one to share His Lordship with nor His essence. He is the source and fountain
Head fromwhom all creatures originated. (28:88)
In the second verse Q (112:2), Allah is considered Eternal in a sense that He is to stay after
everycreation has perished yet before Him nothing existed.
Allah is also absolute because He is complete and does not need to depend on any of His
creationbut all creation depend on Him for their sustenance (57:3)
Verse three Q (112:3) means that Allah does not produce and He was not produced.
The last verse Q (112:4) implies that Allah does not look like any of His creatures nor there
is anycreature that looks like Him. He remains one without comparison and beyond human
imagination.
This verse negates the Christian belief of trinity which maintains that there exist 3 persons in
oneGod head i.e the father, the son and the Holy Spirit. Surely, one who adheres in the 3
God-Head is adisbeliever.
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5.Discuss theCharacteristics between death andresurrection( Barzakah)

>

>

>

According to Q (80:21-22), when man dies, he is put in the grave but due to Allah’s mercy,
he raiseshim back to life.

After death, man is able to see what is happening in the spiritual world which he could not
see whilestill alive because he is covered bybarriers. Q (50:22)

3. Although it is hard for ordinary people to know what happens to a dead person in the
grave, it wassimple for the prophets of Allah. Prophet Muhammad PBUH said; “Had it not
been my fear that you may refuse to bury one another, I would request Allahto make it
possible for you to hear the punishments I hear in the grave”

Life in the grave is the intermediate state where one will realize whether he is destined for
paradiseor hell. Good doers will start enjoying their reward from here and the same will
apply to the evildoers.

The evil-doers in the grave will plead to Allah to bring them back on earth to do good deeds
aftertasting part of the punishments of hell in their graves.Q (23:99-100) says; “Oh my Lord!
Send me back that I may do the righteous things I ignored”

In the grave, it is the soul which enjoys the rewards or suffers the punishments that are
therealthough the body may indirectly feel it.

In Barzakah, even if two bodies are buried together, one a sinner and another one righteous,
theyreceive different treatment. No one can feel or see or hear the treatment of the other.
When one dies, the soul goes out of the body to an assigned place. For example, the souls
ofbelievers are in heaven, others are in gates of heaven, others in birds flying in heaven while
some intheir graves.



Once a deceased person is placed in his grave and his companions turn and walk away, he
hears theirlast seven footsteps.

While in the grave, the dead is visited by two fierce angels, Munikar and Nakiir, which
question himabout Tawheed, messengership of Muhammad PBUH, Qur’an and Islam.

If he gives satisfactory answers, the two angels assure him of paradise and if he answers
themunsatisfactorily, he is subjected to torture till the day of resurrection.

The souls in Barzakah are grouped into four kinds namely; those who sleep on their backs
until theircorpses become dust. There are those who are asleep and will only wake up on the
first blast of thetrumpet.

There are souls who stay in the grave for a short while and then fly in the trees or birds of
paradisee.g those of martyrs, prophets and saints and those souls who choose their own
destiny.

After death, the human soul acquires a new body and an abode depending on the nature of
theactions which man did on earth.

In short, Barzakah is a place of happiness or misery according to one’s spiritual conditions.
Thismeans that life on earth is a carbon copy of life to come.

When a person dies, his or her deeds come to an end except for three types of recurring
andrewardable benefits which he did himself. The prophet mentioned these three: “When a
man dies, his deeds come to an end except for three: ongoing charity, beneficialknowledge,
and righteous offspring who pray for him”

When a believer is put in the grave, a man with a rejoicing face, nice clothing, and a perfect
scentwill then come to him.

Likewise, when a disbeliever is put in the grave, a man with a shocking face, ugly clothing,
and ahorrible stench (stink) will then come to him.
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6.a)Examine the Islamic teachings on divorce

>

>
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Technically, Muslim jurists define the term divorce as the legal dissolution of a marriage
bondestablished between man and woman so that they are no longer husband and wife.
Although marriage is a permanent relationship, Islam recognizes the necessity under
exceptionalcircumstances of keeping the way open for its dissolution when the couples can
no longer livehappily as husband and wife.

This is because there is no point in keeping a nominal contract when the two couples cannot
honourits vows and therefore they are living as enemies in their home.

Instead of the married partners turning their home into hell, it is better for them to
separatepeacefully than persisting on indefinitely and harm each other.

However, although divorce is allowed in Islam, it is the most hated act in the sight of
Allah.The prophet PBUH said; “Of all things allowed in Islam, divorce is the most hated”
In the holy Qur’an, Allah approved the prophet’s decision of insisting that his adopted son,
Zaid,keep his wife whom he had divorced.Q (33:37

Everything possible must be done to avoid divorce. Firstly, the two couples are asked to try
andsettle their differences themselves.

Secondly, if they fail, two arbiters (mediators) from either side of the woman and man are
sought tomake peace between them.Q (4:35)

If the mediators fail to bring peace between the couples, then divorce will follow (2:227
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b) Explain the Conditions under which divorce is allowed in Islam

» If the husband has been by any cause deprived of his organ of generation. In this case the
wife canobtain instant divorce if the defect occurred before marriage. Cases of evident
madness and leprosy
are treated in the same way.

» If the husband is proved impotent after marrying the wife, divorce is sought because if the
two areleft together, the woman may indulge in adultery to get sexual satisfaction.

» Apostasy from Islam. When a man or woman apostatizes from Islam, then an immediate
dissolutionof the marriage takes place, whether the apostasy.

» Insufficient dowry. If the stipulated dowry is not given when demanded, divorce takes place
if thehusband promised to pay it in future and fails to fulfill his promise, the wife has a right
to divorceher.

» Refusal of Islam. If one of the parties embrace Islam, and the other one refuses to embrace
the newfaith, then divorce takes place.

» If a husband charges his wife with adultery, the charge is investigated, but if there is no
proof, andthe man swears his wife is guilty, and the wife swears she is innocent, then divorce
must be decreed.

» When a husband makes a vow not to have carnal intercourse with his wife for no less than
fourmonths, and keeps the vow unviolated, an irreversible divorce takes place.

» Reason of property. If a husband become the proprietor of his wife (a slave), or the wife
theproprietor of her husband (a slave), divorce takes place.

» An invalid marriage of any kind, arising from incomplete nikah (marriage ceremony) or
fromaffinity (compelled by a kin without one of the couple’s consent), or from consanguinity
(a bloodrelationship).

» Difference of country. For example, if a husband flee from land of enmity i.e. a non-Muslim
countryto country of Islam and his wife refuse to perform flight to accompany him, she is
divorced.

> If a man converts to Islam with more than four wives, he is asked to divorce some of them
andremain with a maximum of four as allowed in Q (4:3).

» Cruelty of one partner. If one partner is constantly cruel to another, instead of hurting each
other ifthey are forced to stay together, Islam allows them to divorce.

» Difference in race or tribe. A woman cannot be compelled to marry a man who belongs to a
tribe shedoes not want and in case of such a marriage she may ask for divorce.
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6.Discuss the status of women as defined by islam

» Islam recognizes a woman as a mother and it is said that "Paradise lies under her feet." In
anauthentic hadith the Prophet (PBUH) was asked by a man: 'Who is the one most worthy of
my care?'.The Prophet replied: "Your mother'. The man asked: 'Then whom?'. He replied:
"Your mother'. The

man further asked: 'Then whom?'. He replied: 'Y our mother'. The man asked: 'Then whom?'. And

in

this fourth time the Prophet replied: 'Then your father.' This shows how important the mother is

inlslam compared to the father.

» In his farewell speech, the Prophet PBUH stressed the status of women in society .

» While addressing the issue of parents in the holy Qur’an, Allah does not distinguish between
fatherand mother but rather He addresses them in the same voice.Q (17:23

9
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Referring to a woman as a daughter, Islam addresses them in the same as it addresses her
malebrothers that they are born of the same family and from the same womb.Q (42:49

A woman is also recognized as a wife who is a source of comfort for her husband just as the
husbandis to her.Q (2:187): “They are like a garment to you and you are like a garment
tothem”

A woman is recognized by Islam as a full partner of man in procreation of mankind. He is the
fatherand she is the mother and both are essential for life.

A woman's responsibility in faith is exactly the same as that of a man. She is accountable for
herbelief in Allah and the Prophet (SAW) even if her closest of kin, like her father, husband
or brotherdisagrees with her in this. Q (3:195

A woman is equal to man in the responsibility of seeking knowledge. When Islam instructs
man toseek knowledge, it makes no distinction between man and woman.

Women make up half of society and they are responsible for the nurturing, guidance and
reformationof the subsequent generations of men and women.

A woman is entitled to freedom of expression as much as man is. Her sound opinions must
be putinto consideration and cannot be disregarded just because of her sex as a woman.Q
(58:1-4

A woman is free to participate in public life just as man is.

In terms of good or bad deeds, God makes no difference between men and women.
Likewise, the Quran underlines their equality with men in bearing charges and assuming
theirresponsibilities in religion.Q (74:34

At the same time, Allah discharges Eve from seducing Adam, as they were both ordered to
keepaway from the tree and therefore, she is not the origin of the sin as Christians allege.
They were bothtempted by Satan, they confessed and asked for forgiveness together. Q
(7:19)

The Holy Quran also stresses the likeness of creation for both men and women and,
therefore, thelikeness of responsibility and retribution. None of them holds a higher position
than the other, exceptthrough good deeds. Q (4:1)

People are differentiated in Islam according to their faith, God-consciousness and good
conduct andnot by their sex. Therefore, man and woman are equal in the sight of Allah. Q
(49:13)

The Muslim woman, like the Muslim man is called upon to believe in Allah, the Day of
Judgement,the Books, the Angels, and the Prophets, etc. She is also asked to perform prayers,
pay out the Zakatduty, fast in the month of Ramadan and perform Pilgrimage to the Holy
Places if she can do so. Q (9:71).

The Hudud punishments that are prescribed in the Sharia are the same for men and women;
thefemale thief is punished the same way as the male thief, the adulteress is punished like the
adulterer,

A marriage is not valid in the Sharia of Allah without the approval, acceptance and consent
of thewoman and it is forbidden by the Sharia that she be forced to marry someone that she
does notaccept. Q (2:232

The woman has full financial status that is no less than that of the man. She has the right in
the sameway that a man does to possess all types of wealth whether it be in the form of
assets, real estate orcash.

The Quran addresses everyone, men and women, equally, an indication that both sexes are
equalsince Allah, the exalted Creator, does not discriminate between them. Q (33:35);
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» A woman is entitled to a share of inheritance much just as her male counterpart shereceives a
certain share of her deceased kin’s property. Q (4:7

» In conclusionlslam maintains equality between man and woman where there is a natural
ground for it anddifferentiates between them where there is but natural reason for it.

16X1%+1=25 MARKS

7.Discuss the rules and regulation that govern business transactions in Islam.

» These are rules and regulations that govern business transactions in Islam.Every Muslim
doing any business must follow them because in Islam, some businesses are lawfulwhile
others are unlawful. Q (2:275

» The Prophet PBUH was himself a trader and transacted as an agent of Lady Khadija.

» Islam prohibits trading in “unlawful” items that are used to commit sin such as wine,
intoxicants,idols and others.The prophet PBUH said; “When Allah prohibits a thing, He
prohibits the eating of its priceas well.”

» A Muslim must deal in things he legally acquired. Legitimacy of the method of acquisition
ofproperty to deal in excludes theft, force, cheating of other of other people’s property and
othercrooked ways.

Allah says in Q (4:29).

» Furthermore, one should not hide any known defect in an item offered for sale.

> Honesty in all dealings is an ethical requirement, including the fulfillment of all contracts
andcommitments. Q (23:8)

» One aspect of honesty in business required by Islam is to give the full weight and measure. Q
(17:35,Q (26:181-182

» A Muslim should refrain from the exploitation of the ignorance or desperate needs of others
bygiving them less than a fair price or wage.

Q (7:85)

» One form of exploitation which the prophet PBUH forbade is where persons who do not
intend tobuy a commodity simply keep bidding the price upwards often in conspiracy with
the seller, so as toget others “stuck” in the deal.

» Islam encourages Muslims to allow sellers to reach the market and get full knowledge of
marketprices.

» Islam prohibits the sale of an item which is not available and whose delivery is doubtful.

» Islam prohibits unfair monopolies which are designed to create an artificially higher price or
tocreate artificial shortages.

» The Prophet forbade also the practice where a town dweller withhold and store foodstuff
thatbelongs to a desert dweller, wait until the price goes up possibly due to this artificial
shortage, thenhe sells that foodstuff and thus get a higher commission for his services.

» It is lawful in Islam for sellers to compete in order to attract buyers. However, attempting to
“snatch”a customer who has already negotiated a deal with another seller is regarded as
unethical, unless the
earlier negotiation broke down or was cancelled for some other reason.

» It is the responsibility of every individual Muslim to ensure that Islamic business ethics are
enforced.

» Both men and women are allowed to sell and buy from one another. There should be no
sexdiscrimination in business.

» Itis discouraged in Islam to sell land. The Prophet PBUH recommended that one should sell
his landor house when he is going to the money to buy another land or house.

11



YV VYV

The taking of oath when selling anything is prohibited in Islam.

The buying or selling of stolen property is prohibited in Islam.

Furthermore, Islam forbids seeking wealth through taking usury (ribah) whether the rate of
usury ishigh or low. Allah curses the usury giver, taker and witness.

Credit transactions by mutual consent are expressly allowed in Islam.

It is allowed for a Muslim to make advance payment on a commodity he intends to buy as
agreedupon with the seller.

Earning wealth through gambling is totally forbidden in Islam.

16X1%+1=25 MARKS

8.a)Why is Ribah prohibited in islam?

VV ¥V VYV VV VV VVYVYVY

Y VY

Ribah is a means of consuming people’s wealth unjustly. Allah says in Q (4:161);

Allah prohibits accumulating wealth by consuming Ribah. Allah states in Q (3:130);

Islam promotes giving out wealth in charity and prohibits accumulating it, especially when it
is Q (2:276);

Ribah eaters are beaten by Satan into insanity. Q (2:275);

Allah wants us to give up ribah because He sent divine guidance to teach us how to amass
wealth. Q (2:278);

Allah vowed to declare war on ribah dealers as He says in Q (2:278-279);

The Prophet (PBUH) cursed people who deal in Ribah. He cursed the receiver and the payer
of

It is a grave sin which the prophet PBUH said that it is more dangerous than a person who
commitsadultery.

Ribabh is prohibited because it carries a heavy punishment from Allah on the day of
judgement.

Ribah creates an environment of selfishness, self-centeredness, and heavy heartedness.
Islam promotes giving out. As the Prophet (PBUH) use to say that giving hand is better than
the receiving one.

Islam always promotes charity and helping hands. Allah says in Q (30:39)

Islam is pure and it promotes purity in food, in life, in spending, in earning and in thoughts.
Itspurpose is to purify us inwardly and outwardly. Hence it ask people to find pure and just
ways toearn money where is no injustice or disguise. “One man earning should not be other
man’s loss”.

Ribah reinforces the tendency for wealth to accumulate in the hands of a few, and
therebydiminishes human beings to concern their fellow men.

12X1+1=13 MARKS

8.b) How to avoid ribah?

VVVVY

Y VY

Having faith that Allah will provide for us and our families.

Not taking out loans that incur interest.

Choosing lawful investments.

Renting and saving cash for a home instead of mortgage.

Being cautious (wary) of the contracts we sign and having a student of knowledge to check
them.

Opening up bank accounts without interest i.e chequing accounts.

Making bill payments on time so as not to incur a late penalty.

12



VVVVVVYVYY

Borrowing money from family or friends where possible.

Not buying what you simply do not have the money for i.e live within your means.

Dealing with Islamically compliant banks.

Accepting/organizing a ‘Goodly Loan’, this is a loan by means of which one intends to show
kindness to another, which does not involve ribah.

Attending seminars and events on halal (lawful) investments.

Learning from others how they have done it to get out of the current ribah systems.

12X1=12 MARKS

9.a) Examine the qualities of a good leader.

>

VVVVVY 'V

vV VvV

vV VWV VY VYV 'V

A\

Leadership is the ability to persuade others to seek defined objectives with devotion. In
Islam, leadership is a trust from Allah and it is a sacred position that can solve the problems
ofpeople and guide them to the eternal betterment of here and hereafter.

Faith; the leader must believe in the core Islamic beliefs, and considered as a true Muslim by
hiswords and deeds.

The second basic quality of a good leader is that has to be a Man, not a woman. Q (4:34
The leader must be of a mature age with sound mind and physical condition.

The leader should be a citizen of that territory where Muslims are the majority of total
Piety; a good leader has to be pious and perfect in his conduct and behaviors .

Justice; this is the fair treatment of people in all matters of life.

Patience and tolerance: this is also an essential quality for a leader as it helps him to face
criticism

Trust or trusteeship.
Dependence on Allah; this quality means that a leader must completely surrender to Allah his
plans,
Consultation; a leader must share views and exchange opinions in any vital matter with
hisfollowers.
Accountability; this is a vital component for the leadership.
Knowledge and wisdom; a good leader should be knowledgeable in Qur’an and hadith to
enable himcomprehend issues wisely and come up with wise decisions.
Spirit of sacrifice. A good leader should sacrifice his interests for the interest of the state and
hisfollowers to avoid attracting chaos and disorder in the land.
Honesty; a good leader must refrain from lying, cheating or stealing. He should never bear
testimonyof falsehood
Kindness; the leader should always feel sympathetic to the aggrieved members of the state.
Power; a good leader should have power to control the people and cope with situations
bravelyenough to implement tough decisions.
Forgiveness; a good leader should be forgiving to those who annoy him just as Allah forgives
thesins of His servants. Q (15:85)

12X1=12 MARKS

9.b)Explain the responsibilities of a leader.

>
>
>
>

Establishing justice; Q 57:25 and 38:26

Provision of good service; by being simple and working for the good of the people.
Enforcing Islamic practices like prayer, fasting, zakat, dressing, forbidding evil e.t.c Q 22:4
Enforcing fair judgement and resolve cases without bias.
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Maintenance of internal security and stability in the state.
Enforcing punishments as prescribed by sharia and dealing with those who go against it.
Formulating Ta’aziir punishments in absence of divine law.
Supervising state affairs and the working of the state officials.
Appointing competent and honest officials in offices of responsibility and on merit.
Establishing a sound financial administration to create a self-sustaining economy by ensuring
the
payment of zakat.
» Guarding the territorial boundaries of the Islamic state against external aggression.
» Fighting the critics of Islam but after failing to embrace Islam.
» Promoting fundamental rights such as freedom of speech, expression, work e.t.c
» Seeking consul from his subjects to avoid working as a dictator.
12X1=12 MARKS
9.Examine the different ways Islam recognizes the rights of non-Muslim living in a Muslim
state
A candidate is expected to give rights of a non-Muslim.
Must not be over taxed or under paid.
They have a right to exercise their religion.
Right to protection of their life and property.
Freedom of movement.
Represented in the parliament.
Right to education like Muslims
Employment should be given to all.
Right to fair judgment in the courts of law.
Attending Islamic functions.
Right to get married to a Muslim if he /she accepts Islam.
Right to submit their complaints to the government.
Prisoners of war should be released on Ransom.
A right to have some leadership posts.
A right to give witness in court.
A right to participate in the army.

VVVVVYY

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVYYY

(1% X 16 + 1)=25 MARKS

11. a) Give an account of Surat Lahab (chapter 111) (13 marks)

- Surat Lahab is a meccan chapter

- It has fire verses

- It was revealed about Abu Lahab (the father of the flames)

- It derives its name from the 1st verse i.e the flames

- It is also called Al-Masad

- In 613AD the Prophet made a public call to all people of mecca to embrace Islam.
- During his speech, he told them that he had been sent as an apostle to them.

- He then told them to worship only one God-Allah.

- He also told them to abonion idolatory and acts of evil.

- He told them to fear the horrible punishments of Allah.

- At this moment his uncle Abu Lahab interfered in the loud voice and told him to go to
hell.
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- The prophet PBUH was disappointed with Abu Lahab’s comment

- Abu Lahab’s wife Ummu Jamil had also continuously tortured the prophet PBUH in
his mission.

- Then Allah revealed that surah which prophecised the death of Abu.

- Lahab and his wife Ummu Jamil.

- Abulahad later died of plague

- His wife Umujamil died while strangling herself

(13 X 1 =13 marks)

b) Explain the meaning of this Surah (12 marks)

- The name of the Surah is Lahab (The flames) which relates with the man Abu Lahab
who was the man subject matter of the Surah

- Verse [; Perish Abu Lahab Perish He; Here God was prophecising the trageding that
was to be all Abu Lahab.

- Verse II His wealth shall avail him not nor what he had earned

- Verse III He shall burn in a flaming fire. Meaning he shall enter the Hell fire on the
here after

- Verse IV; And his wife, the carrier of firewood i.e His ife Ummu Jamil shall also
perish in Hell fire for she was slandering the prophet PBuH and putting thorns in his
way.

- Verse V; A round her neck is a rope of palm fibre. The palm fibre rope is made out of
Hell fire according to the interpreters of the Quran. This was because she had a
necklace she vowed to sell to facilitate a campaign against the prophet PBuH.

NB. Each verse should be explained separately.

(1% X 8 = 12marks)

12. a) Give background of the revelation of surat Kauthara. (13 marks)

- Surat Kauthara is the sortest surah in the Qurah

- It is a meccan surah

- I was revealed in the early days of Islam after surat Al-Adyat (ch.100).

- It got its name from the last word of the first verse Kauthara (Abundancy)

- Kauthara means a river in paradise for Prophet Muhammad PBuH on the day of
judgment.

- Kauthara may mean the many favours God bestowed on the Prophet (PBuH)

- The prophet lost two of his sons Qaasim and Abdallah.

- The meccans laughed at him and called him Abtar (One without male children) i.e an
incomplete man.

- The prophet PBuH felt bad at these comments.

- So Allah revealed the Surah inorder t console him

- The Surah also reminds the Prophet of God’s favours to him.

1%2X8+1=13

b) Of what importance is the surah to the Muslims?

- Muslims learn that the Prophet PBUH was consoled by God after passing there hard
times.

- Muslims also learn that it is only God who can console them after going through
problems.

15



- Muslims learn that if they do goo, will have a chance of drinking from the Prophet’s
river.

- Muslims lean the enemies of God and the Prophet shall be cut off.

- All abundance are given by Allah thus we should turn our prayers to Him.

- After getting favours from God, we should be thankful.

- That all the bad things one does in this world are useless they lead to his own
detriment in the world and here after.

1% X 8+ 1=12marks

END
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